
  

February Students of the Month:  HONESTY 

In February, we celebrated HONESTY.  The following students exemplified caring for 
themselves and others, on a consistent basis, which supported their growth as learners 
and good citizens of North Coleman.  March’s character trait will be Perseverance.   

 

Standing:  Markus DeAssis, Chloe Saif, Alyssa Giovingo, Owen McLaughlin, Jace Jacobsen,  
Athan Forster, Chase D’Agostino 

Sitting:  Naba Khan, Lia Beshara, Dominick Zizza, Jaxon Ramirez, Camillia Fuentes Palma,  
Lily Seiller 
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Preparing for the NYS Assessments 

Believe it or not, it is time for our students and teachers to start thinking about the NYS 

Assessments.  These assessments are based on the NYS Common Core Curriculum, 

which our teachers follow in preparing their daily lessons.  The test dates are: 

ELA  3/25 – 3/26 

Math  4/22 – 4/23 

Science 4 5/18 – 5/29 (performance) 

6/1 (written) 

Some families may choose to refuse the test.  If that is your choice, please send a letter 

to my attention, Mrs. Rodney, stating your decision.  Remember, you must send in a 

refusal letter each year.  If you intend to refuse for your child to take the state 

assessment(s), please submit your written request by Friday, March 13th.   

If you do choose to have your child participate in the assessment, you may be 

wondering what you can do to help your child do their best work.  Here are a few tips. 

1.  Homework is designed to give students the opportunity to continue practicing 

new skills.  Sometimes learning something new can be challenging, but the more 

we practice, the better we become.  Make sure your child continues to come to 

school with homework completed, and excited about the new things they are 

learning.    

2. Get a good night’s sleep.  Studies show that children need at least 8 hours of 

sleep every night, but with so many electronic distractions, it is often difficult for 

them to unplug.  Try to set a time for all electronics to be turned off, including 

games and the television, to encourage your child to get the proper amount of 

rest needed for an attentive, productive school day. 

3. Starting the day with a good breakfast is another way to start the day on the right 

foot.  Think about what they are having in the morning.  Choices that are high in 

sugar can set your child up for an energy slump mid-morning.  You may also 

consider the snacks they choose to bring.  Scientists have discovered that sugar 

can lead to decreased attention span and memory.  These effects can be more 

pronounced in children.   

4. Be positive!  Remind your child that they have worked hard all year, and they 

are prepared for the challenge of the assessment.  What is important is that they 

do their best work.       

 



Health First 

Cold and flu season is always a tough time of year to keep students healthy.  Some of 
the measures we use during this time of year to keep feeling great, are the same 
preventative measures we utilize to keep the newest virus at bay.  Things like  

• frequent hand washing,   

• sneezing into your sleeve, shirt, or a tissue,  

• using hand sanitizer when hand washing is not an option,  

• avoid high fives, hugs, and fist bumps, and 

• avoid touch your face (eyes, nose, mouth). 

Students are being reminded of these good hygiene practices by their classroom 
teachers, and during All Star Service Announcements this week.     

 

Book of the Month 

Have you every really, really wanted something, and 
then worked and saved to get it?  What if when you’d 
finally saved enough, you learn that the item is gone.  
What do you do?  Do you find something else for 
yourself?   

We often hear that a picture is worth a thousand 
words, well, this book is no exception.  The Girl and the 
Bicycle, by Mark Pett, is a wordless picture book that 
speaks volumes.  The illustrations allow us to see how 
one girl shows perseverence, determination, and kindness.   

 

NOTEWORTHY DATES FOR MARCH 

It’s hard to believe that we are past the halfway point of the school year.   As we 

prepare to welcome in the new month, we are also preparing for the certainty of new 

learning and growth, through the many exciting events that we have planned for the 

month of March.  Please make note of the following dates. 

• March 3  NCR PTA Meeting 7pm Café 

• March 5  Report Cards  

• March 6  PARP Kick-Off 

• March 9 – 13 Celebrating PARP 

• March 11  Read My T-Shirt & Crazy Sock Day 



• March 13  Pajama Day 

• March 13  PARP Closing Activity 6:30 PM   
A World Mosaic of Music and Dance 

• March 10  Parent University 5 – 6 PM in Library 

• March 11  BOE Meeting @ CHS 7 PM 

• March 11  Pre-K Incredible Years @ Unity 5:30 PM 

• March 12  Incredible Years 1st & 2nd gr. @ Unity 5:30 PM 

• March 17  Founders’ Day rehearsal 2nd & 3rd grades 

• March 18  Founders’ Day rehearsal 1st & 4th grades 

• March 18  Pre-K Incredible Years 5:30 PM @ Unity Drive 

• March 19  Founders’ Day rehearsal 5th grade 

• March 19  Incredible Years 1st & 2nd grades – 5:30 PM @ Unity Drive  

• March 24  Founders’ Day rehearsal 2nd & 3rd grades 

• March 25  Founders’ Day rehearsal 1st & 4th grades 

• March 25  Pre-K Incredible Years 5:30 PM @ Unity Drive 

• March 25  Board of Ed Meeting CHS 7 PM 

• March 26  Founders’ Day rehearsal 5th grades 

• March 26  Incredible Years 1st & 2nd grades @ Unity 5:30 PM 

• March 30  5th Annual Literacy Celebration - CHS 

• March 31  Founders’ Day rehearsal 2nd & 3rd grades 
 

 
“Parents make the difference!” 

Every Friday is NCR Spirit Day!! Students should wear their 

spirit wear or anything red to show their school spirit.   


